
BelovED Community Charter School 

Regular Board Meeting  

Thursday, May 21, 2020, 7:00 pm 

508 Grand Street 

 Jersey City, NJ 07302 

 

Minutes 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by Nicole Jackson. 

 

I. Roll Call 

 

Board Member Term 

Dates 

Present Absent Excused 

 

Nicole Jackson 6/30/21 X   

Jessica Lisboa   6/30/20 X   

Salvatore Risalvato 6/30/21 X   

Sheridan Bell 6/30/20 X   

Sam Mikhail 6/30/21 X   

 

Ken Schultz – Acting Executive Officer/Gr 6 – 9 Lead Person 

Michele Link – Principal, K - 5 

Laura Tosic – School Business Administrator/Board Secretary, BCCS 

Duanne Moeller – Director of Operations 

Bret Schundler – School Consultant 

Adams Herman – Adams, Gutierrez & Lattiboudere, LLC 

William Fitzpatrick – Asst. Director of Operations 

 

II.    Approval of Minutes from April 23, 2020 Regular Board Meeting. 

 

Motion: S. Risalvato Second: J. Lisboa    

 Yes No Abstain Absent 

N. Jackson X    



J. Lisboa X    

S. Risalvato X    

S. Bell X    

S. Mikhail X    

  

 

III. Human Resources 

 

 

1. 2020-05-21-20-01 Resolved, the BCCS Board of Trustees approves the hiring of the 

following employees for the School Year 2019 – 2020. 

    

Hire Position Salary Start Date 

Susan Posluszny 
Maternity Leave 

Replacement Teacher 
$56,000 

April 16, 2020 

Emily Nichols 

Dean of Assessment & 

Strategic Planning (revised 

position description) 

$81,000 

May 18, 2020 (Revised 

start date) 

 

Motion: S. Risalvato Second: J. Lisboa    

 Yes No Abstain Absent 

N. Jackson X    

J. Lisboa X    

S. Risalvato X    

S. Bell X    

S. Mikhail X    

 

2. 2020-05-21-20-02 Resolved, the BCCS Board of Trustees approves the hiring of the 

following employees for the 2020 – 2021, effective September 1, 2020 – June 30, 

2021. 

    

Hire Position Salary Start Date 

Ken Schultz Executive Officer $148,500 July 1, 2020 

Duanne Moeller 
Director of 

Operations 
$110,000 

July 1, 2020 

Michael Conway Teacher $73,000 August 17, 2020 



William Fitzpatrick 

Assistant to 

Business 

Administrator / 

Associate SBA 

$80,000 / $85,000 w 

SBA CE 

July 1, 2020 

Shaniqua (Didi) 

Martin 

Dean of Students-

Middle School  
$69,500 

August 17, 2020 

Benjamin Comings Teacher $66,500 August 17, 2020 

Kaylynn Constantine Teacher $63,500 August 17, 2020 

Laura Siegel Teacher $69,500 August 17, 2020 

Benjamin Elk 
Dean of Students – 

High School 
$69,500 

August 17, 2020 

Meghan DeSombre Teacher $61,000 August 17, 2020 

Jina Shin Substitute Teacher $35,000 August 17, 2020 

Emily Nichols 

Dean of 

Assessment & 

Strategic Planning 

$86,000 

July 1, 2020 

Latasha George Social Worker $62,500 August 17, 2020 

 

Motion: S. Risalvato Second: J. Lisboa    

 Yes No Abstain Absent 

N. Jackson X    

J. Lisboa X    

S. Risalvato X    

S. Bell X    

S. Mikhail X    

 

3. 2020-05-21-20-03 Resolved, the BCCS Board of Trustees approves the appointment 

of Richard Raschdorf to serve as the School Business Administrator for BelovED 

Community Charter School from July 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020, with Mr. 

Raschdorf, who shall remain an employee of Empowerment Academy Charter 

School, providing such services through a Shared Services Agreement between 

BelovED and Empowerment Academy Charter School. 

 

Motion: S. Risalvato Second: J. Lisboa    

 Yes No Abstain Absent 

N. Jackson X    

J. Lisboa X    



S. Risalvato X    

S. Bell X    

S. Mikhail X    

 

 

4. 2020-05-21-20-04 Resolved, the BCCS Board of Trustees approves the renewal of 

contracts for SY2020-2021 for the employees shown in the attached Non-Faculty 

Administrative and Support Compensation Matrix, for the salary indicated. 

 

Motion: S. Risalvato Second: J. Lisboa    

 Yes No Abstain Absent 

N. Jackson X    

J. Lisboa X    

S. Risalvato X    

S. Bell X    

S. Mikhail X    

 

5. 2020-05-21-20-05 Resolved, the BCCS Board of Trustees approves the following the 

School Year 2020 – 2021. 

 

Employee Stipend Type Stipend  

Laura Siegel Dev of AP Program/Honors Course Sequence $4,500 

Laura Siegel History Chair $3,500 

Karina Ortiz-Costa Science Chair $3,000 

Whitney Harris ELA Curriculum Dev for Grades 9 and 10 $2,500 

Ben Elk Summer Work Stipend $6,000 

Shaniqua Martin Summer Work Stipend $6,000 

Michael Long Summer Work Stipend $6,000 

Cortney DeClesis Grade Level Head $5,000 

Hamsa Baki Grade Level Head $5,000 

Katelyn Sanchez Grade Level Head $5,000 

Amanda McLane Grade Level Head $5,000 



Emily Karen Grade Level Head $5,000 

Andria Dunkin 

(Oliver) 
Grade Level Head $5,000 

Arietys Fernandez Spanish Head $2,500 

Stephanie Pierce Aftercare $8,000 

 

Motion: S. Risalvato Second: S. Bell    

 Yes No Abstain Absent 

N. Jackson X    

J. Lisboa X    

S. Risalvato X    

S. Bell X    

S. Mikhail X    

 

 

 

IV. Business 

 

1. 2020-05-21-20-06 Resolved, the BCCS Board of Trustees authorizes the Payment 

of Claims for the period of April 24, 2020 – May 21, 2020, in the amount of 

$335,937.09. 

 

Motion: S. Risalvato Second: J. Lisboa    

 Yes No Abstain Absent 

N. Jackson X    

J. Lisboa X    

S. Risalvato X    

S. Bell X    

S. Mikhail X    

 

2. 2020-05-21-20-07 Resolved, the BCCS Board of Trustees authorizes the School 

Business Administrator to fund the payrolls of 05/31/20 and 06/15/20 each in the 

amount of $425,000.00 respectively. 



 

Motion: S. Risalvato Second: J. Lisboa    

 Yes No Abstain Absent 

N. Jackson X    

J. Lisboa X    

S. Risalvato X    

S. Bell X    

S. Mikhail X    

 

  3.  2020-05-21-20-08 Resolved, the BCCS Board of Trustees approves of the submission     

of the April 2020 Board Secretary Report to the NJ Department of Education. 

 

Motion: S. Risalvato Second J. Lisboa    

 Yes No Abstain Absent 

N. Jackson X    

J. Lisboa X    

S. Risalvato X    

S. Bell X    

S. Mikhail X    

 

4. 2020-05-21-20-09 Resolved, the BCCS Board of Trustees authorizes the expenditure 

in the amount of $67,806.59 to Maschio’s Food Service, Inc. for the April 2020 

school lunch program.   

 

Motion: N. Jackson Second: J. Lisboa    

 Yes No Abstain Absent 

N. Jackson X    

J. Lisboa X    

S. Risalvato X    

S. Bell X    



S. Mikhail X    

 

5. 2020-05-21-20-10 Resolved, the BCCS Board of Trustees approves the submission of 

the BCCS’ Revised Remote Learning Plan to the Commissioner of the New Jersey 

Department of Education mandated under Assembly Bill 3904  Revised Plan in in 

compliance with the requested NJDOE Checklist for School Health Related Closure 

Plans.   

 

Motion: S. Risalvato Second: J. Lisboa    

 Yes No Abstain Absent 

N. Jackson X    

J. Lisboa X    

S. Risalvato X    

S. Bell X    

S. Mikhail X    

 

6. 2020-05-21-20-11 Resolved, the BCCS Board of Trustees authorizes the expenditure 

in the amount of $999.00 to Mystery Science, Inc. for SY20-21 Open and Go Science 

Lessons. 

  

Motion: S. Risalvato Second: J. Lisboa    

 Yes No Abstain Absent 

N. Jackson X    

J. Lisboa X    

S. Risalvato X    

S. Bell X    

S. Mikhail X    

 

7. 2020-05-21-20-12 Resolved, the BCCS Board of Trustees authorizes the expenditure 

in the amount of $139,640.14 to Pearson Education for SY20-21 - myView K-5 Gold 

digital courseware 6 year license. 

 

Motion: S. Risalvato Second: J. Lisboa    



 Yes No Abstain Absent 

N. Jackson X    

J. Lisboa X    

S. Risalvato X    

S. Bell X    

S. Mikhail X    

 

8. 2020-05-21-20-13 Resolved, the BCCS Board of Trustees authorizes the expenditure 

in the amount of $19,672.80 to Renaissance for SY20-21 – Star 360 and Renaissance 

U assessment. 

 

Motion: S. Risalvato Second: J. Lisboa    

 Yes No Abstain Absent 

N. Jackson X    

J. Lisboa X    

S. Risalvato X    

S. Bell X    

S. Mikhail X    

 

9. 2020-054-21-20-14 Resolved, the BCCS Board of Trustees authorizes the School 

Business Administrator to enter into a sale and leaseback agreement with Grace 

Works Jersey City, Inc., in the amount of $499.465.50 made up of two school buses, 

technology, furniture and textbooks, per the term sheet attached. 

 

Motion: S. Risalvato Second: J. Lisboa    

 Yes No Abstain Absent 

N. Jackson X    

J. Lisboa X    

S. Risalvato X    

S. Bell X    

S. Mikhail X    



 

10. 2020-05-21-20-15 Resolved, the BCCS Board of Trustees approves of the SY2020 – 

2021 Board of Trustees Meeting Schedule. 

 

Motion: S. Risalvato Second: J. Lisboa    

 Yes No Abstain Absent 

N. Jackson X    

J. Lisboa X    

S. Risalvato X    

S. Bell X    

S. Mikhail X    

 

11. 2020-05-21-20-16 Resolved, the BCCS Board of Trustees approves of the SY2020 – 

2021 Payroll Schedule. 

 

Motion: S. Risalvato Second: J. Lisboa    

 Yes No Abstain Absent 

N. Jackson X    

J. Lisboa X    

S. Risalvato X    

S. Bell X    

S. Mikhail X    

 

12. 2020-05-21-20-17 Resolved, the BCCS Board of Trustees authorizes the School 

Business Administrator to enter into a Professional Services Agreement with School 

Partners LLC for $165,000. 

 

Motion: S. Risalvato Second: J. Lisboa    

 Yes No Abstain Absent 

N. Jackson X    

J. Lisboa X    

S. Risalvato X    



S. Bell X    

S. Mikhail X    

 

13. 2020-05-21-20-18 Resolved, the BCCS Board of Trustees authorizes the School 

Business Administrator to enter into an Agreement for Legal Services with Johnston 

Law Firm, LLC for the SY20-21 Rates are as follows: a rate of $275/hour for 

principals and counsel, a rate of $245/hour for associates and $115/hour for paralegal 

time. 

 

Motion: S. Risalvato Second: J. Lisboa    

 Yes No Abstain Absent 

N. Jackson X    

J. Lisboa X    

S. Risalvato X    

S. Bell X    

S. Mikhail X    

 

 

14. 2020-05-21-20-19 Resolved, the BCCS Board of Trustees approves entering into a 

Personnel Shared Services Agreement with Empowerment Academy Charter School 

in the amount of $30,000.00. 

 

Motion: S. Risalvato Second: J. Lisboa    

 Yes No Abstain Absent 

N. Jackson X    

J. Lisboa X    

S. Risalvato X    

S. Bell X    

S. Mikhail X    

 

15. 2020-05-21-20-20 Resolved, the BCCS Board of Trustees approves a Student 

Transportation Shared Services Agreement with Empowerment Academy Charter 



School.  Cost of transportation is $335.00 per student, based upon EACS’ maximum 

student enrollment. 

 

Motion: S. Risalvato Second: J. Lisboa    

 Yes No Abstain Absent 

N. Jackson X    

J. Lisboa X    

S. Risalvato X    

S. Bell X    

S. Mikhail X    

 

 

16. 2020-05-21-20-21 Resolved, the BCCS Board of Trustees authorizes an agreement in 

the amount of $2,771.00 with Zonar for twenty-two (22) ZPass Kit Readers which 

will tie into BCCS’ current bus fleet GPS system. A three-year contract is required. 

 

Motion: S. Risalvato Second: J. Lisboa    

 Yes No Abstain Absent 

N. Jackson X    

J. Lisboa X    

S. Risalvato X    

S. Bell X    

S. Mikhail X    

 

 

17. 2020-05-21-20-22 Resolved, the BCCS Board of Trustees ratifies the submission of 

the loan application for the Payroll Protection Plan (PPP) and accepts the funds 

received in the amount of $1,500,755 to be used in accordance with the terms of the 

loan application:  repayment in 24 months @ 1% Interest; payments deferred for six 

months; loan potentially forgiven if used to retain employees on payroll for eight 

weeks from funding date with 75% for Payroll and 25% for Rent & Utilities. 

 

Motion: S. Risalvato Second: J. Lisboa    

 Yes No Abstain Absent 



N. Jackson X    

J. Lisboa X    

S. Risalvato X    

S. Bell X    

S. Mikhail X    

 

 

18. 2020-05-21-20-23 Resolved, the BCCS Board of Trustees authorizes the expenditure 

in the amount of $2,400.00 to KSS Architects for conceptual design work relating to 

the “Gateway Athletic Building”. 

 

Motion: S. Risalvato Second: J. Lisboa    

 Yes No Abstain Absent 

N. Jackson X    

J. Lisboa X    

S. Risalvato X    

S. Bell X    

S. Mikhail X    

 

 

19. 2020-05-21-20-24 Resolved, the BCCS Board of Trustees approves a Middle School 

and High School Athletic budget totaling $81,885.00 of which there will be a $5,000 

Lacrosse Grant for SY20-21. Detailed budget is attached. 

 

Motion: S. Risalvato Second: J. Lisboa    

 Yes No Abstain Absent 

N. Jackson X    

J. Lisboa X    

S. Risalvato X    

S. Bell X    

S. Mikhail X    



VII.     Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items 

1. None. 

 

VIII.    Other Business 

1. Latest update on HIB provided by the Principal, zero (0) submitted, therefore 

zero (0) met the specific criteria to be qualified as HIB for the month of May. 

2. Diagnostic to access skill loss. 

3. Use of Bond monies  - expand parking lot and redo roof at 508 Grand, in 

addition to finish High School. 

4. Great concern of lack of state revenue. 

5. Covid-19 and its affect on education, resulting in a new normal. 

6. Receipt of Charter School checklist provided by the New Jersey Public 

Charter School Association – covering items such as enhanced sanitation, 

social distancing guideline, configuration of classrooms and to prevent the 

spread with purchase of a mister. 

7. Emergency plans should there be a second wave of Covid-19. 

 

 Adjournment at 8:39pm 


